MAKING THE SANDING DISC
• Buy a bag of round sandpapers, the stick-on kind.
I use 80 grit.

• Take a piece of 1" lumber that is longer and
wider than the sandpapers, so you can trace
a circle around one of the sandpapers onto
the 1" thick lumber and cut it out. Cut on
the OUTSIDE of the line. You are making a
mount for the sandpaper that is slightly
slightly bigger than the sandpaper itself.
• Trace the circle and cut it out. I use a
bandsaw, which I use all the time in the
workshop. Get one when you can. You
really need one.

• Using short screws (1"), mount the round piece
of wood to a small faceplate (2" or 4"). Faceplate
in the middle.

• Mount the whole works onto the lathe:
faceplate with screwed on circle of
wood.
• Turn the lathe on: slow to medium
speed. Trim the back of the wood so that
is like the bottom of a bowl. Does this
make sense? The sandpaper is going to
go on the front, like Saran Wrap across
the top of a bowl, and you are trimming
the back into the bowl shape. What you
are after is a thin edge around the
circumference of the sanding disc, so
you can get into tight corners when you
are shaping, like in a horse's jawline.
• Anyway finish the back of the wooden disc a bit: nothing fancy, just don't want splinters.
• With a gouge or skew (I use the
skew) skim the front of the wood to
flatten, true and smooth it. It must be
running true as mounted on the
faceplate.
• Stop the lathe and put the sandpaper
on.

• It needs to be absolutely centered. Remember this is
going to be going round and round, and you often are
using the very edge for shaping, so no sloppiness at
the edge. Sandpaper with wood under it all the way
around: no little flaps and gaps.
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• Try it!
A video of using this is at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LVU0lp02PU&feature=youtu.be

